
C O N D I T I O N A L  U S E

TRANSMISSION LINE
ROCKY MOUNTAIN POWER & 

HEBER LIGHT AND POWER



PROPOSED CONDITIONAL USE

• Rebuild existing HL&P (46-138kV)
• Install RMP lines on the same poles (138kV)
• Establish a second transmission line interconnection

• Strengthen reliability

• Increase capacity in Midway and surrounding area

• About 1 mile of transmission line in Midway
• Follow historic route

• Stringtown Road, Wards Lane, and 970 South

• Pole heights would range from 65’ – 88’
• Distribution lines would be buried by HL&P



CITY CODE 

• Midway adopted a transmission line code on          
1-15-2019

• Transmission lines allowed as a conditional use

• Resident concerns
• Aesthetics
• Health
• Property values
• Potential other options (lack of)



TRANSMISSION LINES IN MIDWAY

• Judge Line (west of Homestead Drive)
• Rocky Mountain Power
• 1 mile

• 500 South
• Heber Light & Power
• 0.8 miles

• 970 South
• Heber Light & Power
• 1 mile





SWISS ALPINE



LIME CANYON



LIME CANYON



500 SOUTH



500 SOUTH



500 SOUTH



970 SOUTH



970 SOUTH



STRINGTOWN ROAD



STRINGTOWN ROAD



WARDS LANE



WARDS LANE 65’ POLE



Stringtown Road 55’ Pole



Hwy 113
Approx. 60’



970 South 55’ Pole



WARDS LANE 65’



Stringtown Road



970 South



TRANSMISSION LINE 
PROPOSAL
CONDIT IONAL USE



Tangent Pole



Dead End Pole



SUBMITTED DOCUMENTS

• Underground Transmission Cost/Feasibility Study

• Transmission Lines and Property Values: Review of 
the Research

• EMF Electric and Magnetic Fields Associated with 
the Use of Electric Power

• Powering Our Future: Summit Wasatch Electrical 
Plan Local Planning Handbook



ROUTE

• Section.13.47 (D)(1)
• Prefers transmission lines follow historic routes
• Proposal is to follow existing route



POLE HEIGHT

• Section.13.47 (D)(2)

• Prefers the shortest poles allowed by industry standards

• All options should be considered for aesthetics and for 
harmonizing with the vision of the General Plan

• Taller poles may reduce the number of poles required

• Shorter poles may require the most amount of poles

• Proposal is to replace existing 55’-65’ (total length of poles) 
poles with poles that are 65’- 88’ in height

• All distribution and, possibly, communication lines will be 
buried



TYPES OF POLES

• Section.13.47 (D)(3)

• Limits the types of poles and focuses on the visual impact

• No galvanized poles are reflective material is allowed

• Pole color and material will focus  on minimizing the visual 
impact

• Wood poles or metal poles are both options

• Wood poles would be taller than metal poles

• If metal poles are chosen then the City may determine the color

• Section.13.47 (D)(4)

• Any reasonable conditions may be imposed



BURIAL OF TRANSMISSION LINES

• Section.13.47 (E)

• Allows the City to require the burial of transmission lines and 
distribution lines

• Application states that distribution and communication lines will 
be buried

• If transmission lines area required to be buried

• Cost must be considered

• The City or some other source must pay the difference in cost

• Must be paid within 30 days prior to construction

• Limited time allowed to pay the difference in cost creates 
complications that would need to be considered



BURIAL OF TRANSMISSION LINES

• Two poles are 
required, one for 
each transmission 
line



POLE HEIGHT & NUMBER OF POLES

• Option A
• 21 poles
• 65’ – 83’
• 6 steel poles and 15 wood poles

• Option B
• 16 poles
• 70’ - 85’
• 6 steel poles and 10 wood poles

• Option B Alternate
• 16 poles
• 70’ – 88’
• 7 steel poles and 9 wood poles



ALTERNATIVE ROUTE STUDY

• Section.13.47 (D)(1)
• Prefers transmission lines follow historic routes
• Proposal is to follow existing route



PROVIDE COST AND SIZE OF EASEMENTS

Short Span Long Span Underground
Wards Lane 0sf 0sf 134sf
Stringtown Road 1401sf 1729sf 1298sf
970 S. West 4676sf 5489sf 329sf
970 S. East 7046sf 7734sf 813sf
Total 13123 14952 2574

Fee Acre Price $        150,000.00 $    150,000.00 $    150,000.00 
% of Fee 0.5 0.5 0.5

Est. Easement Cost $          22,594.70 $       25,743.80 $         4,431.82 







































LONG & SHORT SPAN OPTIONS



OPTION B - ALTERNATE

























POSSIBLE FINDINGS

• The proposal is an administrative review and approval

• The proposed use is a conditional use and the city may impose 
reasonable conditions to mitigate identified issues  

• The proposal includes taller poles that will be visible to the 
residents of Midway, visitors of Midway, and the surrounding 
residents of Wasatch County

• The distribution and possibly communication lines will be buried 
to help declutter the current transmission line situation, and 
reduce the weight being carried by the poles, thus reducing 
poles in the area

• The proposal will create a second point of power access that will 
benefit the residents of the valley

• The proposal will allow more power to enter the valley that will 
benefit the entire community by meeting community needs



PROPOSED CONDITIONS

As the review process continues, conditions will be 
created based on public comment, Planning 
Commission discussion, and City Council discussion.
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Brad Wilson

From: Michael Henke
Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 9:30 AM
To: Brad Wilson
Subject: Fwd: Letter to Midway City Council -- Review of Transmission Power Line Survey Wording Prior to 

Issuance

 
 
Sent from my Verizon, Samsung Galaxy smartphone 
Get Outlook for Android 

From: Heather Whitney <hwhitney_90403@yahoo.com> 
Sent: Monday, November 18, 2019 9:16:19 AM 
To: Michael Henke <mhenke@midwaycityut.org>; Ken Van Wagoner <kvanwagoner@midwaycityut.org>; Lisa Christen 
<lchristen@midwaycityut.org>; Bob Probst <bprobst@midwaycityut.org>; Jeff Drury <jdrury@midwaycityut.org>; JC 
Simonsen <jsimonsen@midwaycityut.org> 
Cc: Celeste Johnson <cjohnson@midwaycityut.org>; Christopher Whitney (US ‐ Tax) <chris.whitney@pwc.com> 
Subject: Letter to Midway City Council ‐‐ Review of Transmission Power Line Survey Wording Prior to Issuance  
  
 
Dear Michael, 
 
Can you please ensure that the City Council Members have this letter in time for tomorrow evening's Midway City Council 
Meeting? 
 
Thank you. 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Dear City Council Members, 
 
It is very important that the wording of the Midway phone and mail power line survey accurately 
convey what is at stake to Midway's future and the true nature of the project if these lines are not 
buried.  This is not just a rebuild of an existing power line, but the addition of new and exponentially 
more powerful lines, where the additional power is largely for the benefit of communities outside of 
Midway.   
 
While it is important to mention the additional monthly utility charge estimates, it is also important to 
note that community groups are working to raise funds to lower these overall costs and to assist 
those who may have difficulty affording the additional charges.  As we do not have concrete numbers 
for the costs and costs could be less or even substantially less, we should carefully consider how we 
present the cost options in the survey in order to see what amount citizens might be willing to 
bear.  This information could also be used for citizen groups to know the amount of money that needs 
to be contributed.   
 
To this end, I think a small working group of Midway citizens should review the text of the mail and 
phone survey before it is issued to ensure that the survey accurately conveys the nature of the 
project, the long term impact of overhead power lines on the rural, resort and residential character of 
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Midway, as well as citizen group efforts to mitigate the costs of burying the lines and to support those 
who may have difficulty affording the additional monthly charges. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Chris Whitney 
 
745 Dutch Valley Drive 
Midway, UT 
 
 
--  
Christopher A Whitney 
PwC | Partner 
Sacramento | +1 (310) 739 3146 
PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP 
pwc.com       

The content of this email is limited to the matters specifically addressed herein and is not intended to address other 
potential tax consequences or the potential application of tax penalties to this or any other matter. 

The information transmitted, including any attachments, is intended only for the person or entity to which it is addressed 
and may contain confidential and/or privileged material. Any review, retransmission, dissemination or other use of, or 
taking of any action in reliance upon, this information by persons or entities other than the intended recipient is prohibited, 
and all liability arising therefrom is disclaimed. If you received this in error, please contact the sender and delete the 
material from any computer. PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP is a Delaware limited liability partnership. This communication 
may come from PricewaterhouseCoopers LLP or one of its subsidiaries. 


























