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Introduction

Midway City 2017 General Plan

What is the General Plan?

Thegenergblanistobeusedasa guiddorthedecisiomakingprocessndshouldemairilexiblenough
to allowdecisionso be madethatare in the bestinteresof the communityl he plan,if followedyvill
encourageconomigrowttwithouaidverselympactingheoveraltharacteof thecommunitAsa guide,
it isimportarthattherecommendatioocsntained thisdocumerdrefollowedby thepolicyanddecision
makingprganizationélthouglthisinformatiomustbe considereds generalit representanimportant
perspectivihatwillhelpdirectfutureplanninglecisiondandusedecisionsustbe madeon a caseby
case basis Thesedecisiongnustcarefullyconsidethow eachuse relatesto thec o mmu goals, y 0
objectivesindpoliciesaswellastheLandUsePlananditsoveralimpacbnadjoiningroperties

Longrangestabilityvillrequirea continuousffortby the City,propertypwnersandresidentso maintain
and improveall elementof the City The City mustassumeresponsibilitior maintaininghe public
infrastructursuchas streets Propertyownersandresidentsnustassumeaesponsibilifpr maintaining
privatepropertyPrivatgropertynaintenanas the singlemostimportanfactorin evaluatinghe quality
anddesirabilitgf a community oningegulationsnfrastructuienprovementstc areonlysupportiveo
privateropertp w n enairgedanagesponsibilities

IMPROVE
DEVELOP
PLAN

LEARN
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Compilation of the Plan

This plan is the result of a cooperative planning effort for the c 0 mmu n futtire. B she
summer of 2010, Midway requested the services of Mountainland Association of
Governments (MAG) to help prepare a new general plan for the community. Funding
was secured through Local Planning Grant funds and work began. In 2016 the City
again formed committees for each chapter and reviewed the 2010 plan. Revisions
were made throughout the plan to refine what had been created and add new ideas to
serve our community.

MAG staff collaborated with the City Council, Planning Commission, City staff and
residents in the form of chapter committees to formulate objectives and to create this
General Plan in a form that would be most beneficial to the community. Affected
entities from the surrounding areas were encouraged to provide information throughout
the process. Additional public input and comment was obtained during a public open
house, the required public hearings and all meetings in which the plan was developed.

This plan was created to guide future development and decisions. As Wasatch County
continues to grow, Midway should be well prepared and positioned to accommodate
new growth while maintaining its unique identity.

q Legislative Authority

Midway City in accordance with
Title 10, Cities and Towns,
Chapter 9 Municipal Land Use
Development and Management,
Part 3 General Plan
of the Utah Code Annotated,
has legally prepared and adopted the
following General Plan.
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Historical Setting

The City of Midway is located in Wasatch County, at the base of the Wasatch Mountains
in the Heber Valley of northern Utah, about three miles west of Heber City. Midway was
founded in 1866 as a fort to protect two nearby settlements. From the 1860s through the
1880s, a large number of English, Swiss and other immigrants arrived to settle the area,
and the town was officially incorporated in 1891. Historically the area's economy was
based on livestock and farming, and later on mining operations in nearby Park City. Hot
spring resorts have also been present since the 1880s and today recreation and tourism
at local resorts and in the neighboring mountains, reservoirs and state parks are vital
aspects of the economy. The attractiveness of the area, in combination with population
growth along the Wasatch Front, has led to the establishment of bedroom communities
and second homes in and around Midway. This development has impacted the rural
character of the valley and the small-town nature of Midway, in particular its historic Main
Street. For additional information on the history of Midway, please see the Historic
Preservation Plan created by the Midway Historic Preservation Committee.




Elements of the Plan

There are nine elements or topics covered in the general plan.
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Each element describes

the purpose to plan for each element, background information, and maps. Most important,
each element has goals, objectives, guidelines, and implementation strategies. They are
to help give a blue print for the Planning Commission, City Council, and citizens to carry

forth the purpose of the general plan.

Community Vision Transportation Vision

This is the most important element or chaptelr of t DUE 9 Iz EEn

Midway General Plan. The Vision sets the tpne f
the plan by establishing what the community sees
the future of Midway|

opportuniti4es are spelled out in this chapter.

Transportation Chapter will be vital to the con
Midway recognizes that streetscape plays
important role in the look and feel of the City.
must be designed to handle future demand
preserving the natural terrain.

and potential growth in Midivay, the

Land Use

The land use chapter is an attempt to organize future development and guide community|lead
development in the most suitable areas of the City. It can assist leaders in providing efficient
effective public services, preserving open areas and important historical areas, locate par
insure an appropriate mix of housing styles, commercial growth and light industrial op

munity

an
Road
hild

ers
and

ks and|tr
portunitie

Parks, Open Space and Sensitive
Lands

An essential characteristic of Midway is it beautiful natural sufroun
recreational opportunities. Preserving, protecting and enhancing
essential resources is a high priority to citizens and City official

Economic

This chapter contains informati

regarding existing commerce IJ?
Midway. The chapter also ident
opportunities for economic growt

tourism.

on

ies
N ar

Moderate Income Housing

This Required by Utah State law, the Moderate Income Housing chgpter, amon
other things, estimates the supply and need for this type of housing.
Plan encourages this element of housing through accessory apartments, senio

housing, and planned unit developments

A

g

The General
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Introduction

Themostsuccessfdommunitierethosethathavea strongdentityanda visiorfortheirfuture Witha
cleawisionpubliofficialeandresidentsanfocusonthemanysmalktepghatwillleadto thefuture As
decisionaremadewithirthecommunitgachoptiorshouleanalyzednwhetheit correspondsith
thecommunitgentitgndfuturevision

Our Identity

COMMUNITY VISION STATEMENT

Our vision for the City of Midway is to be a place where citizens, businesses and civic
leaders are partners in building a City thatasiéantely, aesthetically pleasing, safe,
walkable and visitor friendly. A community that proudly enhances our small town Swiss

character and natural environment, as well as remaining fiscally responsible.
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Elements of the Community Vision

Midway will have a unique identity defined by a Swiss European look and feel.

Arhe Midway i Ma § i r adistticowill be defined by homes and businesses that reflect a
Swiss/European architecture.

Arhe Swiss/European theme will draw families and tourists because of its wholesome
family orientation.

MBecause of the Swiss/European theme businesses will be attracted to Midway and will
thrive in this unigue environment. Midway ordinances and policies will help them succeed.
ACultural activities and events will reinforce a family friendly environment with a Swiss/
European feeling.

ACity ordinances and architectural guidelines will help to define and be consistent with a
Swiss/European look and feel.

Midway#é-svill have a complete Trails, Parks and Recreation System.

Avidway will be a community easy to move through with minimum motorized transportation
where desired, using a multi-use system consisting of trails for walking, and biking.

Main Street Midway will be easily accessible through a trail system that is clearly
connected to Mi d w aegsidential districts and resorts.

Avidway will have a park and recreation system that will be pleasant and safe for all ages
and it will be accessible through its trail system.

An cooperation with schools and the County, Midway will provide for indoor recreational
activities and outdoor activities such as soccer, football, softball, etc.

AMi d w ackil@ren will be provided with safe and accessible biking and walking routes to
schools and community buildings.

Avidway will have the vision and the resources to both acquire the needed property and
maintain its parks, trails and recreation assets.
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Elements of the Community Vision

Midway will retain a rural atmosphere through open space preservation

Arhrough effective zoning, Midway will plan for density closer to its core reinforcing more
open space and less density as the City grows to its limits.

Aull developments will incorporate various kinds of open space into their projects.

AOpen spaces will be accessible, visible, appropriately landscaped (depending on the open
space purpose and use) and will be aesthetically pleasing.

MDevelopment and City entryways will be landscaped, aesthetically pleasing and, where
appropriate, will reinforce a Swiss/ European theme.

Affective planning through clustering, setbacks, Transfer Development Rights and
animal/agriculture ordinances will help Midway to preserve its view corridors, maintain open
spaces and reinforce a country/rural feeling.

Aanimal rights will be protected and promoted to help preserve the rural atmosphere and
preserve open space.

Midway will maintain and enhance its Swiss/ European identity and natural beauty
through aesthetically pleasing landscape design

AMi d w dandssaping Master Plan will define the look and feel the City will create through
landscapes, streetscapes, entryways and entry corridors, monuments, signage, etc.

A ong range planning and budgeting will provide for the acquisition and maintenance of the
properties needed to accomplish the Master Plan.

Arhe Master Plan will incorporate, but not be limited to the following elements:

ACity entryways and travel corridors will be appropriately landscaped and maintained and
will reinforce a Swiss/European theme.

Ahe Town Square, Main Street and all associated businesses and signage will be
beautified through trees, landscaping, streetscaping, hanging flower baskets, window
boxes, flower gardens and will be done consistent with a Swiss/ European theme.

Marks, trails and travel corridors will be similarly beautified appropriate to their use and
maintenance practicality.

Arhe kinds of businesses Midway will attract will want to contribute to and beautify their
respective places of business consistent with Mi d w avigi@ns

ACurrent and future volunteer organizations will play a key role in helping Midway to
achieve this component of its vision.
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Elements of the Community Vision

Midway will preserve its pioneer heritage through the restoration and preservation
of key historical structures

Aviidway will create a local historic register where the community will recognize important
historic structures and landmarks.

AMi d w ahijstorial preservation Master Plan will identify the specific structures the City
would like to preserve/restore, the view corridors it would like to preserve and the elements
of the pioneer heritage it would like to maintain.

AResources will be identified to help citizens work with the National Historic Register to
register their home/building and to receive appropriate recognition and support.
ACommittees will be identified/ established to help facilitate through volunteer and other
resources the restoration and preservation of historical structures.

ARecognition will be given to Mi d w apipréesr heritage and historical district by promoting
historic walking tours and historic home tours and linking them into appropriate Midway
cultural events (e.g. Swiss Days, Wasatch Plein Air Paradise, Cowboy Poetry and other
events).

The creation of a forward-thinking, substantive economic development plan will be
key to helping Midway achieve its vision

Mi d w aeffodts to establish a unique family friendly, Swiss/ European environment will
attract and inspire businesses to come to Midway.

KClose cooperation between the businesses in Midway, the Chamber of Commerce and the
Heber Valley Tourism and Economic Development Board will result in the creation of a
progressive marketing/ business plan, which will attract and retain businesses that fit
Mi d w avigi@ns

MMi d w aoxdidasices reinforce the creation, growth and retention of Midway business.
Avidway will proactively determine revenue needs and set appropriate revenue goals to
guide economic development efforts.

MAvidwayé- strives to facilitate the cooperation of Mi d w acyri@rgt businesses and resorts
to help each business and resort achieve success.

AMi d w avigiénss to reinforce the family friendly focus Midway wants to maintain.
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Goal 1:

Guideline 1:

Guideline 2;

Guideline 3:

Guideline 4:

Guideline 5;:

Guideline 6:

Guideline 7:

Guideline 8:
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Community Vision Goals and Guidelines

To be a beautiful, organized small-town community based on its
distinct history of agriculture, open space and recreation.

Encourage community pride and beatification.

Establish Swiss/European architectural, landscape and aesthetic
design standards that complement the rural/tourist atmosphere of
the community

Sponsor the beautification of Main Street and entry corridors.

Assure that development is built to proper scale to maintain the
small town atmosphere of the city.

Encourage the preservation of prime agricultural land and
open space within Midway and the surrounding valley.

Determine appropriate locations for future parks, trails, access
points and other recreational facilities and preserve them.

Continue to promote historic preservation to identify and work
towards preservation of historic buildings, lands, and atmosphere.

Encourage agriculture, including animal rights, throughout the City
to help promote a rural atmosphere.




Goal 2:

Objective 1:

Objective 2:

Guideline 1:

Guideline 2:

Guideline 3:
Guideline 4:

Guideline 5:

Guideline 6:
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Community Vision Goals and Guidelines

To have well-planned commercial and resort areas.

Encourage business growth and expansion within the themes,
scale and architecture described in this plan.

Guideline 1:Encourage established businesses with growth potential to locate

in the city.
Plan for an economically viable setting for businesses.

Assure adequate utilities and capacities within the utilities for
projected business use.

Assure that proper zoning is currently in place to encourage
appropriate businesses and discourage inappropriate businesses.

Protect commercial zones for commercial mixed-uses.
Allow for easy access to major transportation routes.

Encourage recruitment of quality businesses to the City through
various economic development organizations.

Encourage a pedestrian-friendly downtown with businesses
easily accessible by foot.




Goal 3:

Guideline 1:

Guideline 2:

Guideline 3:

Guideline 4:

Guideline 5;:
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Community Vision Goals and Guidelines

Encourage a family-oriented, clean, fun and friendly
community that is a great place to live.

Provide recreational and cultural opportunities that would be of
interest to the full range of age groups.

Promote the construction and expansion of trails to promote a
more active and healthier community.

Enforce weed abatement and vehicle storage ordinances.

Encourage all types of visual and performing arts.

Coordinate with the State Park, Wasatch County, and Federal
agencies for the promotion of activities, recreation, and trail
connectivity.
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Introduction

The Land Use Element is a primary tool to make the Community Vision a reality. The
distribution, density, usage and preservation of real property throughout the City will
ultimately determine its future. Special care should be used to assure all land use
decisions are made in concert with this portion of the plan and the vision element while
protecting private property rights.

Development Vision

To have a well planned community with land uses that enhance its unique
characteristics by providing:

AMHigh-quality, well-planned residential areas with open spaces that
support and complement the unique rural quality and character of the
City;

AA centralized business district, resort areas and manufacturing areas that
enhance the City's sales and property tax revenues and provide the
highest quality goods and services for residents and visitors, while
enhancing the visual appeal of the community;

AOpen space areas, while preserving sensitive lands.

Preserving our vision is what
the City Council, with input
from the Planning
Commission and residents,
has worked diligently to
accomplish with this plan.
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Population and Housing Statistics

Like many Utah communities,
Midway has recently experienced
significant growth. Between the 2000 ALY Canse
and 2010 the population grew 81%. | Number | Percent
Future projections indicate similar | HOUSING UNITS

RV : . Total housing units 1,982  [100.0
growth will I|kgly continue. It is the CeeEREE e
purpose of this plan to prepare for Occupied housing units 1,276 64.4
the future and aid community Vacant housing units 706 35.6

leaders in making decisions | source: U.S. Census Bureau, 2010 Census
consistent with the community

vision.

Full Time Resident Future Projections
While the total population has nearly Yea| Pop Yeal Pop
doubled in the last ten years, 200d 2121 2020 6,12(
residential development has grown i i 2030 8,773
even faster. Most of the difference AL mpls 204(q 11,60(
in growth rates is due to second 2004 2,624
home ownership. 2010 census data 2006 3,207
indicates that 35%. of housmgA units 200d 3.74¢
are vacant. In Mi d w acgse,sthe
majority of vacant units are second 2010| 3,84%
homes. # changq 1,724

% changg .819

Population Growth and Land Use

It is important for any community to understand population growth and plan accordingly.
Midway will be able to meet the housing needs of current and future residents.
However, as housing preferences change and demand for open space and other land
uses increase the City should be flexible enough to accommodate such changes
provided that they are consistent with the community vision.
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Land Uses
Land Use Mix

Having an adequate mix of
land uses is important. This
plan provides ample space for
a variety of housing types,
commercial, and resort

395 1% 3%

Residential

® Commercial

m B&MP
activities. Open space and 42%

agriculture are also important B Resort
elements of Mi dwayo6s

character and are » Residential
encompassed primarily within Agriculture

residential zones.

Physical Constraints

There are many physical constraints that affect
development in Midway and the surrounding valley.
These constraints include flood hazards,
earthquake hazards, problem soils, steep slopes,
landslide hazards, wetlands, high water table and
geothermal activity. In order to protect current and
future residents and these sensitive lands, the City
has adopted extensive development standards.
Please see Midway City ordinances and the
Environment and Sensitive Lands section of this
plan for more information.

Land Area and Annexation

Midway is bounded on the north and west by
mountains, on the east by the Provo River and on
the south by Deer Creek Reservoir. These features
create what will likely be the ultimate Midway City
limits. Much of the land within that area is already
part of the City. For more information please see

the Midway City Annexation Policy Plan.




MidwayCityencouragethe orderhandefficiendistributioof
landuseswithinthe City A full rangeand mix of landuses
includingpenspaceresidentiabommercigbublicandlight
industriareprovidewvithirtheCity

Residentiaklassifications includeareasthat surroundhe
City centerA varietyof housingypesare promotedhrough
differenzoningdensitiesHillsidesindripariarareasthatare
less conduciveo developmentave lowerdensitiesAreas
immediatelsurroundinilainStreefprovidea logicalocation
formediungdensityhousingnfilldevelopmergencourageid
order to maintainopen space and minimizethe cost of
infrastructuendpreservénhehistoricuralatmosphere

Commerciaklassifications includeareasalongmajorroadsincludingviain Streetand CenterStreet
Retail pfficespacealongwithmixedusehousingare encouragedlongthe MainStreetcorridor TheCity
hopesto promoteand capturemoretourisnrelatedncomewhileincreasinghe availabilitgf goodsand

servicewitsresidents

Resortclassification includeareasn severalocationthroughouheCity Theyareprimarilpntheedges
ofthecommunitiyp maximizaccesso recreatiowhileminimizingnpact®ntherestofthecommunity

Business and Manufacturing Pamkludes a select location where the City can provide adequate
to light industrial uses. These areas also require the mitigation of any nuisances that may be pr¢
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Community Vision
Throughout the visioning
process, the integration of
residential, commercial, and light
industrial uses into the natural
terrain is a critical element of the
community vision. Great care
should be taken to implement
that vision through the
development process.




